
R Studio Interface Guide 

 

Getting Started 

When opening R Studio your screen should look like this:  

 

 

To get started on R Studio you require a new script editor which you can access by going to  

 File>New file>R Script. 

 

 

 

 

 



Your screen will now look like this:  

 

 

The Four Windows  

Script Editor (top left): 

This is where you can work on your code without it necessarily being actioned.  However 

once you are happy with your code you can either highlight all the lines of code and then run 

it or click the end of one individual line of code and click run. If you want to run all the code 

in your script editor at once you can click source. However when running code for the first 

time it would be advisable to run it one line at a time as this will make pinpointing any errors 

easier.  

 

 

 

 



 

Console (bottom left):  

You could also type the code in the console and press return and it will be actioned. This is 

also where the output for certain commands such as the summary command will appear and 

where error messages will appear in red.  

 

 

Top Right Tabs: 

 

Environment: 

This contains information such as objects that are currently saved to your memory. If you 

input a data set to R it will appear here along with some basic information like the number of 

observations and variables in the data set.  

History:  

A list of the code used in that session.  

 

 

 

 



Bottom Right Tabs: 

 

Files: 

An overview of your files.  

Plots:  

This is where your various graphs will appear.  

Packages: 

This concerns packages that you may load in later that feature built in code.  

Help: 

This is where help files can be viewed when you input help() or ?. 

Viewer:  

This section displays previews.  

 

Save 

The save icon  will allow you to save the code you have worked on so far. When opening 

this type of save file in the future you can simply go to File > Open File. 

 

 

 



Find and Replace  

When you click on this symbol  the find and replace bar will appear, which allows you to 

search specific sections of code and replace them with something else if needed. This is 

useful if a typo has been repeated throughout your code.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


